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I believe in Christ like I believe in the sun—not because I can see it, 

but by it I can see everything else. 
 ~ C. S. Lewis 
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My Father’s Confucian Funeral 

by Jennifer Lee 
 

I got news of my father’s passing late on December 9, 2017. I was able to get a 

bereavement flight ticket departing Winnipeg 6:50 am on December 10 via Vancouver. 

Scheduled arrival in Seoul was 4:40 pm December 11.  A delay in Vancouver got me into Seoul 

at 6:50 pm Korean time. The funeral, however, was in Daegu 4 hours south of Seoul. I took a 

KTX (express train) and arrived home at 11:40 pm. My husband, Sangho, flying out of 

Toronto had already arrived three hours earlier.  

A traditional funeral lasts three days and begins the day after the death. So I arrived near 

the end of the second day. 

The funeral home consisted of a funeral hall, a room for incense burning and a mortuary 

(chapel of rest).  The presence of sober flowers is a sign of respect. So about 50 wreaths of 

chrysanthemums had been placed all around the funeral hall. My father’s portrait, placed 

over an altar in the incense room was also surrounded with thousands of mums.  My father’s 

body was resting in the mortuary.   

The first born son of the deceased is the chief mourner. His job is to take care of the 

ceremonies and rites and lead in mourning rituals. The entire family over 15 years of age 

stays at the funeral home for three days and nights, greeting guests, serving food and leading 

in the mourning. Two male family members receive condolence money and donations at the 

entrance. Over a thousand guests visited during the first two days including relatives, family 

friends, in-laws, community people, ministers, church friends, government officials and 

directors, colleagues, and my brother’s business associates. 

A funeral conducted according to Confucian tradition involves certain prescribed 

procedures. Four or five times a day the family bow before the portrait. Each time involves a 

dozen bows. (A bow starts 

by bending the waist and 

ends with a squat on the 

floor head and arms bent 

forward.)  After every two 

bows the assembled persons 

wail for a few minutes.    

Meals (catered) are 

served to guests for all three 

days. 

Since my oldest brother is 

now a Christian, as was my 

father, some of the finer 

points of the tradition were 

not followed.  
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 Early morning of the third day the immediate family went to the chapel of rest.  My father 

was covered with a white shroud, except for his face. He looked peaceful and glowing even 

without make-up. (Makeup is not allowed on mourners.) In a strictly prescribed order 

starting with the oldest son, all members of the assembled family, touch the face, shoulder 

and knees of the deceased.  This is in honour of his life, dedication and love. 

Casketing took place with hundreds of flowers placed in, on and around father’s body. This 

was followed by an outbreak of tears, wailing and prayers for his journey home.  Four men 

carried the casket followed by the chief mourner holding my father’s picture. The funeral 

car/bus was big enough to hold the casket and all the family. A twenty minute drive got us to 

the crematorium. While the body was incinerated we went to a nearby restaurant for a meal.   

Later the ashes were taken to the family gravesite, an hour’s drive into the mountains. It 

was a cold and windy day but the gravesite was bathed in sunlight and sheltered by pine 

trees.  We dug a 30 inch hole, placed the ashes inside and again in a prescribed order (oldest 

son, other sons, mother, daughters-in-law, etc.) added dirt to close the grave.  A tombstone 

already inscribed with family information was placed in front of the grave along with more 

flowers and food. More bowing and wailing ended the grave ceremony. 

According to Korean tradition, the bereaved hold a memorial service after 3, 7 and 49 

days. But my father stated in his will not to hold these ceremonies. Our family decided to get 

together and visit his grave only on the annual anniversary and holidays of his passing. 

May he rest in peace.  
 
 
 
 
 

Ethiopia Trip Reflection 

by Gordon Janzen 
 

I was very privileged to participate in a Canadian Foodgrains Bank learning tour to 

Ethiopia during January 26 to February 8th. We had a wonderful group including three staff 

persons plus 12 Foodgrains Bank supporters from six provinces from BC to Nova Scotia. 

Since I started working as Manitoba Representative for the Foodgrains Bank just three 

months ago, this visit to Ethiopia has given me new insights about hunger issues in our world 

and the some of the ways that Foodgrains Bank projects help to alleviate hunger. It was also 

fascinating for me to visit a country and continent that I haven’t visited before (if I don’t count 

Egypt, where my family served with MCC, as part of Africa).  

Since this was officially a “learning tour”, you might ask what I learned during these two 

weeks. The most significant learning for me came from seeing projects supported through the 

Foodgrains Bank and meeting Ethiopian farmers who work there. The three irrigation 

projects we visited have each transformed fields that were otherwise dry and very rocky. 

Instead of being limited to one rain fed grain crop, farmers in these areas are now able to 
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produce two, and sometimes three, high value vegetable crops each year. We met Kibretu 

Ayalew, a young farmer from one of 98 farming households who are now cultivating 60 

hectares of irrigated fields near the village of Medaghe. He proudly showed us his green field 

of cabbage, onion and corn which contrasts dramatically with the adjacent dry and rocky 

fields. Increased vegetable production has meant his household has improved their diet. 

Although Kibretu faces some challenges in getting his high value vegetable crop to market, he 

is already realizing much better income than before the irrigation.  

One surprising insight for some tour participants was that not all Foodgrains Bank 

programs are exclusively agriculture related. In the Amhara region we visited a program for 

“Orphans and Vulnerable Children”. 4500 children who have lost one or both parents are 

enrolled in a program that provides basic food supplies, limited school supplies, and social 

workers for family needs. I met Mogas, whose parents both died when he was a baby. Raised 

by his grandmother, and with support of the program for six years, Mogas is determined to 

give back. His goal is to graduate from high school this year and go to medical college. He 

wants to be a doctor in his home village.  

The projects we visited in northern Ethiopia were supported through two members of 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank; World Renew and Canadian Lutheran World Relief. Unfortunately 

our visit to an MCC project near the city of Waldiya had to be cancelled because of protests 

and unrest that occurred a few days before our trip.  

Tour participants included 12 Foodgrains Bank supporters from across Canada, plus 3 staff members. The 

Manitoba participants were Jerry & Linda Waldner from the Crystal Springs Hutterite colony near St. 

Agathe.   
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Two weeks on a learning 

tour provided me with a variety 

of new insights about Ethiopia 

as a country of great diversity in 

geography and ecosystems, and 

rich in history, culture, and 

people of faith. It was also 

significant for me to learn about 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank 

projects in a country that is 

dealing with severe drought and 

poverty. The most lasting 

impressions for me, however, 

may be the memory of people 

who take a small bit of help, and 

with their own abilities and 

determination, turn it into a life 

changing benefit for their 

community.  

  
 
 
 
 
 

An Outlier’s Encounter 

by Ennet Bera 
 

Out of one's comfort zone is where the greatest lessons in life are learned. I wish we could 

hug more often, I wish people would say hello more often rather than the polite smile, I wish I 

could just start a conversation with the person sitting next to me in the bus without it 

seeming awkward. Despite all these differences I wouldn’t change anything because that is 

what makes Canadians unique. 

Church for me is fellowship with my brothers and sisters in Christ. It is a place of spiritual 

renewal, growth, praise, and worship. How we choose to worship is how we express 

ourselves and communicate with our creator. I have been worshiping at Charleswood 

Mennonite Church since September last year. The way of worship is absolutely different from 

what I am used to. Here we sing a lot of hymns, we have a time of sharing were the pastor 

prays out loud. Everything seems to run on time and I can afford to have concrete plans after 

church. On the other hand my experience of church coming from a Pentecostal background in 

the small yet vibrant city of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe is slightly different. My church back home 

 

Kibretu Ayalew, a farmer from the village of Madaghe, who is 

able to produce two high value vegetable crops per year following 

the completion of a 2.5 km irrigation canal.   



6 

 

starts at 9am with Sunday school and ends between 2pm and 4pm. The ending time is very 

flexible and people are free to leave whenever they need to. The songs usually include both 

hymns and choruses, there is no program distributed to the congregation because what is 

planned could change in the course of the service. We believe the Holy Spirit can guide us to 

experience God’s presence in a different way from the one the leaders have planned. What 

lies at the core of our church services is the whole congregation praying that the Holy Spirit 

guides the service that we may encounter God’s presence in the way He desires us to meet 

Him. That is the reason for having a program yet leaving room for an elastic and open ended 

encounter with God. Even though I see and experience the differences it is essential for me to 

get to know and understand that we are all different and to learn to see life through a 

different set of lenses. 

When I came to Charleswood Mennonite Church I saw it as way to build a relationship 

with my Canadian family. Naturally building relationships is at the core of my being. In my 

Christian walk as a young woman in her mid-20’s I am in a place where I desire to feel and 

experience God no matter how different my surroundings are. Worshipping at Charleswood 

has brought me to a place where I disregard how we are worshipping to a point where I ask 

myself how I am feeling God’s presence in my life. I could certainly go, but I just realized I 

have to stick to a page. However, I leave you with this: let us choose to be patient with 

ourselves and with one another in our Christian walk and let seek daily to hear from God.  

It is also important that you note that this is a reflection of my personal experience. 

Therefore, it is not a representation of how all churches worship in Zimbabwe or in Africa. 

Ennet is a Master of Arts in Peacebuilding and Collaborative Development student at CMU. She 

attained her Bachelor of Science Honours degree in Sports Science and Coaching at the National 

University of Science and Technology in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. She has worked as a sports 

director and swimming coach at Milton Junior school in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. She was an MCC 

IVEPer in 2015-16.  
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Brief Review of Charities from Previous Church Budgets 

Reviews by Peter Peters and Rudy Friesen 

 

Our church council has asked the Mission and Service Committee to poll our 

congregation re the charities that should be supported this year via our budget. Below 

are brief notes on the agencies/charities we have supported during the last several 

years. The increase in the charities line in the 2018 budget is encouraging.   

 

JUBILEE FUND 

This faith based investment fund was started in 2000 as an expression of hope or the 

future. It is a financial way of supporting worthy individuals to create employment while 

providing service to working families in the community. The Jubilee Fund supports the 

development and expansion of non-profit daycare operations; employment training and 

recreation programs in the community. The fund invests in people with a sound business 

plan that promotes human dignity, local ownership, employment and democratic control. 

The fund has the support of the Winnipeg Foundation, and individual Catholic, Anglican, 

Mennonite churches. Further details may be found at: www.jubileefund.ca 

 

INITIATIVES for JUST COMMUNITIES 

Most of the programs administered in this community justice initiative had origins 

with Mennonite leaders and MCC support. Open Circle promotes support not only for 

prison visitations, but also reintegration into community. El’dad is a home for individuals 

in conflict with the law that gives these individuals a second chance. CoSA offers an 

alternative strategy creating a caring community around people at high risk to re-offend. 

Touchstone FASD program provides both case management and direct support for those 

living with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.  

 

IJC has values that call for our church support. 

Christian Faith: We serve in Christ’s name and seek to model our faith and values 

without imposing them on other. 

Human Dignity and Worth: We respect and value all persons as uniquely made in 

God’s image and loved by God. 

Restorative Justice: We work with victims, offenders, and the community to seek 

healing and restoration. 

Relationships of Integrity: We offer supportive relationships and community to 

victims and offenders. 
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Peace Tradition: We pursue peace, rather than returning evil for evil, in all our 

relationships and communities. 

Community Involvement: We encourage and facilitate participation by community 

volunteers.  

 

LITE (Local Investment Towards Employment) 

LITE began in the early 1990s when Christmas Cheer hampers made it difficult for 

small grocery businesses in the North End to stay solvent. An agency was formed that 

helped create jobs during the holiday season by encouraging the purchase of groceries 

and baked items from local businesses and individuals. This has now developed into a 

year-long effort in helping indigenous persons and newcomers find work. Last year 

(2016-17) 181 jobs were created (two thirds were for indigenous persons). The annual 

Blueberry Pancake Breakfast at the end of November is the main fundraiser. It is a place 

to find several provincial and federal politicians who are very supportive of this effort. 

LITE operates with a small budget of about $350K. Our contributions make a significant 

impact in the lives of our inner city neighbours. 

 

MENNONITE DISASTER SERVICE 

Since 1965 this volunteer network of Anabaptist churches has responded to those 

affected by disasters in Canada and USA. Canada is in Region 5 and works with a budget of 

$850K. Recent projects include: three houses built in Saskatoon and moved to Ft. 

MacMurray, two houses built and 9 houses repaired in Constance Bay, Ontario (flood), a 

house to be built for a family of 9 in Newfoundland (fire), early response to the flooding in 

Brantford, Ontario, and work to begin soon after devastating fires near Williams Lake last 

summer. A contribution of $600, for example, pays the return travel costs of one 

volunteer and his/her support for one week traveling from Winnipeg to High River, 

Alberta. What gives our contribution a greater impact is that almost all the labour in these 

projects is free. MDS participates with other NGO’s in building long term recovery 

committees and working in collaboration to ensure that the needs of those affected are 

met. “The good news in overalls."  
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Raisins … 

~ Eric and Kathy Fast have arrived safely 
in Zambia and are entering into the MCC 
work with vigour. More details will follow in 
future issues of The Grapevine. 

~ On February 4, several mentor pairs got 
together at Jennifer Lee’s place to make 
sushi. (Photos: LeAnn Friesen)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


